Highland Environment Forum  newsletter

30 March 2023
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
High Life Highland Countryside Rangers introduce the Highland Wildflower Meadow Mosaic project in this article 'Highland Rangers say it's okay to have a messy garden". 
Forthcoming meadow activity is in events section below, but also check out local posters; on High Life Highland Countryside Rangers Facebook page, and the Highland Environment Forum Meadow Mosaic webpage and social media - Instagram and Facebook - main and outdoor volunteers.
Award
· VIBES Awards, including three new categories  - the Just Transition Scotland Award, the Vision in Business Scotland Award and the STV Green Fund Award.
Funding
· Facility for Investment Ready Nature in Scotland (FIRNS). Open for expressions of Interest to 17 April. This may also be useful - Investment Readiness Toolkit. (Thanks to Tanya for sharing)
News
· Green MSP Condemns Return of Coul Links Threat
Blogs
· Thoughts on Highly Protected Marine Areas, Open Seas
· Beetle Treasure in the Caledonian Pine Forest, Cairngorms Connect Volunteer Gareth
· How I’ve set up bumblebee nest boxes in my garden, Kevin Henry, Bumblebee Conservation Trust 
· Green Tease with BBC The Social: How to make engaging environmental content
Video + TV
· Farming Advisory Service, Farming for Economic and Environmental Benefit, Balbirnie Farm, Fife 

· Cal Major presents ‘Scotland Ocean Nation’ on STV Player.. (thanks to Noel for letting me know)
Report
· The Economic and Social Benefits of Native Woods, CWA
Citizen Science
· Highland Adapts: Highland weather and climate story map  - share your experience and observations of what changes you've noticed in climate and weather. 

· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative (SISI) is looking for your sightings of:  American mink and Invasive plants
Research
· WildFish, Scottish Sea Lice Statistics: updated with latest available data from Scottish Government
· At least 80% of the world’s most important sites for biodiversity on land currently contain human developments
Volunteer
· Research volunteers needed in pharmaceutical pollution study. See attached information. Focus groups take place on Friday April 21st at the Centre for Health Sciences – Raigmore Hospital
Jobs
· BASC Director Scotland. Closing date 2 April 

· Tomintoul and Glenlivet Development Trust, Glenlivet and Inveravon Development Officer. 2-year contract. Closing date 3 April
· NatureScot, T

 HYPERLINK "https://ejki.fa.em3.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX/requisitions/preview/592" \t "_blank" ransformative Land Use Adviser. Closing date 3 April 

· RSPB, 2 x Seasonal Cairngorm Mountain Ranger. 2.5 month contract. Closing date 4 April 

· North West Highlands Geopark Manager. Closing date 7 April
· RSPB, Assistant Warden, Orkney Reserves. Closing date 9 April 

· RSPB, Assistant Warden Insh Marshes. 18-month contract. Closing date 12 April. 

· National Trust for Scotland. Senior Nature Conservation Officer - Farmland. Closing date 14 April
· National Trust for Scotland. Senior Nature Conservation Officer - Woodlands Closing date 14 April
· Forestry and Land Scotland, Area Ecologist, West Region. Closing date 16 April 

· Forestry and Land Scotland, Forest Planners West Region. Closing date 17 April 

· Trees for Life, Communications Officer - Affric Highlands. Closing date 17 April 

· Cairngorm Wilderness Contracts, Trainee Mountain Path Builder. Last date of advert 1 May
Events
Wildflower meadow making with High Life Highland Rangers
Caithness
For more info contact Roz Summers roz.summers@highlifehighland.com or 07551 525719 
· 13 April @ Wick Riverside (near Poundstretcher Car Park). Digging the extension to the wildflower meadow and planting the seeds, craft activities and scientific investigations – see if we can make the longest bug and daisy chain anyone has ever seen.... No need to book. Donations welcome. Poster attached 

· 14 April @ 12 - 14.00, Lybster Village Hall Wildflower Meadow
Easter Ross
F﻿or more info contact Marcia O'Hara at marcia.o'hara@highlifehighland.com
· 31 March @ 10.00 Seed sowing at Simpson Place, Dingwall. Contact Marcia for info
Wester Ross
F﻿or more info contact Jenny Grant at Jenny.Grant@highlifehighland.com
· 15 April Kinlochewe @ 11.00 -13.00, seed sowing
· 17 April Aultbea - the Aird @ 15.30 - 16.30, seed sowing 

· 18 April Gairloch @ 15.30 - 16.30, seed sowing 

· 20 April Ullapool Quay Street and Morefield @ 15.30 - 17.00 seed sowing
Inverness
For more information contact John Orr at john.orr@highlifehighland.com or  07771 370959
· Tuesday 18 April @ 14.00 - 16.00  Bught Park, Inverness Meet at the corner of Bught Park opposite the Fisherman’s car park – halfway along Bught Road IV3 5SH
· Friday 21 April @ 14.00 - 16.00 Queens Park, Inverness  Meet at the small private car park on Bught Drive near the Petanque Club IV3 5SR the gate will be open
· Thursday 27 April @ 14.00 - 16.00  Culloden Dovecot close to Barn Church. Meet at the Culloden Dovecot car park off Barnchurch Road (take the turn off for the Culloden House Hotel then first right) IV2 7WB
All other events
April
· 1 April @ 10.00 @ Inverness Botanics: Getting Your Growing Going - getting things started in your community garden and a tour of the Botanic's growing plots. Highland Good Food Partnership. Contact Toni for more information toni@highlandgoodfood.scot 

· 3 April @ 19.00 - 22.00 High Life Highland Ranger Bothy Tales and Marshmallows, Lochinver
· 3 April @ 11.00 @The Field Alness. For community gardens or those who would like to be - Hügelkultur, a method of no dig garden using mounds. Highland Good Food Partnership. Contact Toni for more information toni@highlandgoodfood.scot.
· 3 and 4 April Identifying Wading Birds - Class for Beginners on Skye at Broadford, Uig and Minginish 

· 5 April @ 18.00 - 19.30 Cuckoo bumblebees of the Cairngorms (online), Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

· 6 April @ 10.00 - 14.00 Vegetables for All Seasons" - Seed sowing and compost making, Old Allangrange @ Black Isle Brewery 

· 6 April  @ 19.30 Assynt Field Club. Otters: Ecology and Conservation, speaker Dr. Paul Yoxon (International Otter Survival Fund).  in-person @ Stoer Hall and online - email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link 

· 18 April @ 19.00 - 20.30 Introduction to Birdsong webinar. Dan Puplett (online) 

· 20 April, 13.00 - 14.30, National Marine Plan 2 Webinar: What’s on the horizon? 

· 20 April  @ 19.30 Assynt Field Club. Birds of St. Kilda and the Western Isles, speaker Tony Mainwood. in-person @ Stoer Hall and online - email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link 

· 23 April @ 10.00 - 15.30 Bird Language - Interpreting Calls and Behaviour Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres. 

· 25 and 26 April, Kinlochewe workshop to focus on catchment-scale vegetation restoration in response to climate change and biodiversity conservation challenges 

· 26 April @ 13.00 - 15.00 How to decarbonise your community building, Inverness Masjid, Local Energy Scotlamd 

· 27 April @ 13.45 - 17.30  SPRINGBOARD local assembly for creative climate action Eden Court, Inverness 

· 25-28 April @10.00 - 15.30pm Tracks and Signs - 4 Day Course  Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres. 

· 29 April Abriachan Community Woodland: Mushroom Cultivation with Rhyze Mushrooms. For community woodlands and gardens or those who would like to be.Contact Toni for more information toni@highlandgoodfood.scot. 

· 30 April Abriachan Community Woodland: Mushroom Cultivation with Rhyze Mushrooms. Open to all, fee charged
May
· 4 May @ 10.00 - 14.00 Vegetables for All Seasons" - Pricking out, potting on and planting out Old Allangrange @ Black Isle Brewery
· 13 and 14 May. Two BTO breeding bird survey and bird calls training days: Glenmore (Aviemore). Saturday 13th May.  and Dunglass Island (Conon Bridge). Sunday 14th May
· 13 May @10.30 - 16.00 Spring Foraging Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres.
· 16 May @ 11.00  - 15.00 High Life Highland Ranger Clachtoll Broch and Coastal walk
June
· 10 - 18 June Climate Fringe Festival
· 15 June: National Marine Planning Forum
With regards,
Caroline.
Caroline Vawdrey   (1.5 days per week)   T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.

www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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